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NEW HANOVER TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD  
ANNOUNCES CANDIDACY INFORMATION 

 

May 2017 —The New Hanover Township School District has information available for citizens interested in 

running for the board of education. 

 

The New Hanover Township Board of Education will have 2 vacancies in the November 7 Annual School 

Election, Maria Parry, School Business Administrator, announced today.  A full term on the school 

board runs for three years.  

A candidate must file a nominating petition with the county clerk for his or her name to appear on the ballot 

during the Annual School Election. The deadline to submit the nominating petition is 4:00 p.m. Monday, 

July 31, 2017.  The election is scheduled for Tuesday, November 7, 2017. 

Prospective school board candidates can download candidate information from the New Jersey School 

Boards Association’s web site at NJSBA School Board Candidate Kit. The School Board Candidate Kit 

includes information about nominating petitions, legal qualifications for school board candidacy, and the role 

of the school board member. Information about the New Jersey School Ethics Act and important dates in the 

school election process are also included. 

 

“One of the most meaningful contributions that citizens can make to their community is serving on the local 

board of education,” said Don Webster, Jr., NJSBA president. “I encourage all interested citizens to consider 

school board membership. It doesn’t require a degree in education, or a background in politics. However, it 

does require a sincere interest in the community, its children, and their education.” 

https://www.njsba.org/about/membership/school-board-candidacy/


CANDIDACY
May 16, 2017
Term begins for newly appointed board members in Type I districts 
(those with appointed boards) other than cities of the first class (those 
with a population of more than 150,000).

July 31, 2017
4 p.m. is the deadline for candidates to file nominating petitions with 
the county clerk.

August 4, 2017
Deadline for filing objections to Nomination Petitions for School Elec-
tion Candidates with the county clerk

August 10, 2017
Deadline for Determination of Petition Challenge for School Election 
Candidates by the county clerk

August 10, 2017
Last day to amend a defective petition. The candidate may amend the 
petition to remedy the defect at any time before the date, but gener-
ally may not add signatures. The candidate may add his or her own 
signature if necessary to provide verification of the signatures on the 
petition, but only if the petition already contains ten valid sig- natures.

August 14, 2017
Deadline for Filing in Superior Court to Protect School Election Can-
didate’s Rights.

August 14, 2017 – 3 p.m.
Drawing of Ballot Position for School Election Candidates by the 
County Clerk

September 8, 2017
Last day for a candidate to withdraw from the election. A signed, writ-
ten notice must be filed with the county clerk.

November 7, 2017 - Annual School Election
NOTE: Board members must undergo criminal history record checks 
through the New Jersey Department of Education within 30 days of 
election or appointment.

January 1 – January 7, 2018
Newly elected board members are sworn in at annual board orga- 
nizational meetings

January 31 – February 6, 2018
Last day to file Personal-Relative and Financial Disclosure forms with 
the Executive County Superintendent and Board Secretary.

For newly elected or newly appointed school board members, the 
deadline is 30 days after taking office.

CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES
The New Jersey Election Law Enforcement Commission is the reg- 
ulatory agency regarding campaign contributions. ELEC conducts 
Treasurer Training seminars.

Information about the seminars and all manuals and reporting forms 
can be found on the ELEC website at www.elec.state.nj.us. Ques- 
tions about campaign contributions should be directed to ELEC at 
(609)  292-8700.

• School board candidates who receive any contribution (includ- 
ing their own funds), regardless of the amount, must appoint a 
treasurer and open a campaign bank account for the purpose of 
receiving contributions and making expenditures. This action must 
take place no later than the date on which that candidate first 
receives any contribution or makes or incurs any expendi- ture in 
connection with an election.

• No later than 10 days after appointing a treasurer and opening 
a campaign bank account, a candidate must file a Certificate of 
Organization and Designation of Campaign Treasurer and De- 
pository form with the New Jersey Election Law Enforcement 
Commission. This form lists the candidate, chairperson (if one is 
appointed), treasurer and bank or depository information.

CAMPAIGN REPORTING SCHEDULE
WHO IS REQUIRED TO FILE

Individual  candidate: Those  expecting  to  spend  more  than

$5,100, or who receive more than $300 in contributions from any one 
source or any cash contributions.

Joint campaigns: The reporting thresholds for candidates conduct- 
ing a joint campaign are $9, 700 for two candidates and $14,000 for 
three or more candidates.

October 9, 2017 – Last day to file the 29-Day Pre-Election Report 
October 27, 2017 – Last day to file the 11-Day Pre-Election Report 
November 27, 2017 – Last day to file the 20-Day Post-Election

Report

April 15, 2018 – Last day to file first quarterly report for a candi- date 
planning to participate in a future election. If a candidate does not 
plan to participate in a future election, the candidate must certify the 
20-day post-election report as the final elec- tion fund report.

October 25, 2017 – November 7, 2017 – Any contribution in ex- 
cess of $1,600 from any one source received between these dates 
must be reported within 48 hours of receipt. A similar re- porting 
obligation is applicable for certain expenditures of more than $1,600 
made in this timeframe.

NOTES: When an election deadline falls on a weekend, it is automatically 
moved to the following Monday.

The Commissioner of Education has the authority to make certain changes to 
the school board member election and budget development calendar. NJSBA 
will update the Candidate Kit as necessary.

New Jersey School Boards Association
NOVEMBER ELECTIONS: IMPORTANT DATES

2017 School Board Candidacy & Election Dates 

Legislation, (P.L. 2011, c.202), signed by Governor Christie on 
Jan. 17, 2012 gives communities the option to change the date of 
the annual school board member election to November. Please 
check with your local board of education office to confirm the 
date of the 2017 Annual School Election in your community.



STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PiJBLIC SAFETY

AIVISION OF LAW

To: County Clerks
Municipal Clerks
School Board Secretaries

From: AAG Donna Kelly
Division of Law

Date: Apri19, 2014

Re: Empower Our Neighborhood, et al. v. Guada~o, et al.

Docket No. MER-L-3148-11

Plaintiffs in the above-captioned matter challenged the legal requirements for circulators

of various petitions. On March 31, 2014, the Honorable Mary Jacobson, A.J.S.C., Assignment

Judge of Mercer County, issued an opinion and order in the case. The order provides, in part, that

the State provide a copy of the order to your offices. Accordingly, enclosed please find a copy of

the order and opinion.

The March 31, 2014 Order is summarized as follows for your information:

1. Direct Nomination Petitions for local elective offices

Recall Petitions
School Board Nomination Petitions

• A circulator for such petitions is not required to be a registered voter or

resident of the jurisdiction.

A temporary injunction is now in place that requires such circulator, however,

to be "voter eligible", meaning he or she satisfies the age, citizenship and in-state

residency requirements.

NOTE: This injunction is in place until December 31, 2014, or until the

Legislature takes action to pass new legislation that addresses the

issue of "voter eligibility", whichever date comes earlier.



If there is no legislative action by December 31, 2014, the State,

county, municipal, and school election officials must ensure that

by February 2, 2015, the "voter eligibility" requirement is removed

from all petitions and related documents.

On or before Apri130, 2014, these petitions must reflect the Court's order,

including an affidavit form for the circulator to use to attest to his or her voter

eligibility as required by the Court's temporary injunction. By this date,

the older versions of the petitions in the possession of the election officials shall

be destroyed and not made available to the public.

2. Primary Election Nomination Petitions

• A circulator for a primary election petition is not required to be a registered

voter of the jurisdiction for which the petition is being circulated.

• A circulator for a primary election petition, however, must be a New Jersey

registered voter in the political party of the candidate for whom the petition is

being circulated.

On or before Apri130, 2014, these petitions must be reflect the Court's order

and the older versions in the possession of the election officials shall be

destroyed and not made available to the public.

If you have any questions regarding enforcement of the March 31, 2014 order, you should

contact your legal counsel.

c: County Boards of Election
County Superintendents of Elections



NOVEMBER SCHOOL ELECTION NOMINATING PETITION 

 
Some County Clerks have their own nominating petitions.  Please contact your county clerk for details. 

 
TO: ___________________________________, County Clerk of the  _________________________________ County 

 (name of county clerk)     (name of county) 

 

A. NOMINATING STATEMENT: 

 

We, the undersigned, are qualified voters of _______________________________________ School District of ____________ 

______________________ (Municipality) in __________________________ (County), New Jersey. We hereby endorse (Name 

of Candidate) ____________________________________, whose address is (Street and Number, Post Office) ____________ 

_____________________________________, as a candidate for membership on the Board of Education representing (Name of 

Municipality) _________________________________, for the (Full or Unexpired) ______________________ term of (Number 

of Years) ____________________ years, and we hereby request that the name of said candidate be printed on the official ballot 

to be used at the ensuing election for the Board of Education to be held November _____, 20___. 

 

B. SIGNATORIES: 

 

(At least ten signatures, one of which may be the candidate’s, are required to nominate a candidate.) We, the undersigned 

petitioners, hereby certify that the said (Name of Candidate)__________________ is legally qualified under the laws of the State 

to be elected a member of the ____________________ Board of Education. 

 

PRINTED NAME  ADDRESS   SIGNATURE 

1. _________________________  ___________________________________  ________________________________ 

2. _________________________  ___________________________________ _______________________________ 

3. _________________________  ___________________________________ _______________________________ 

4. _________________________  ___________________________________ _______________________________ 

5. _________________________  ___________________________________ _______________________________ 

6. _________________________  ___________________________________ _______________________________ 

7. _________________________  ___________________________________ _______________________________ 

8. _________________________  ___________________________________ _______________________________ 

9. _________________________  ___________________________________ _______________________________ 

10. _________________________  ___________________________________ _______________________________ 

11. _________________________  ___________________________________ _______________________________ 

12. _________________________  ___________________________________ _______________________________ 

 

C. AFFIDAVIT 

_______________________________________________________, circulator of this nominating petition, being duly sworn or 

affirmed according to the law on oath, deposes and says:  The above petition is signed by each of the signers thereof in his/her 

own handwriting the signers are, to my best knowledge and belief, legally qualified to vote at the school district election for 

which the candidate is nominated, and that the petition is prepared and filed in absolute good faith for the sole purpose of 

endorsing the candidates and placing the candidate’s name on the official ballot in order to secure election as a member of the 

Board of Education.  The circulator further affirms that he/she is eligible to vote in the state of New Jersey, and meets the age, 

citizenship and in-residency requirements as required by New Jersey law. 

 

SWORN OR AFFIRMED AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME THIS 
 
 
________________ DAY OF_____________________, 20________ 
  
 
______________________________________________________ __________________________________________ 

   

NOTARY’S SIGNATURE SIGNATURE OF PETITIONER (listed on the line 

above in this section) 

(OVER) 

 
 



Nominating Petition for Annual School Election (continued) 

 
D. NOTICE 

All candidates are required by law to comply with the provisions of “The New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures 

Reporting Act,” N.J.S.A. 19:44A-1 et seq. For further information, please call the Election Law Enforcement Commission, (609) 

292-8700. 

 

E. CANDIDATE’S ACCEPTANCE/OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 

I ________________________, the candidate for membership on the Board of Education named in the foregoing petition, do 

hereby certify that I am qualified to be a member of the _____________________ Board of Education; that I consent to stand as 

a candidate for election and, if elected, agree to accept and qualify into that office. I further affirm and declare I am not 

disqualified as a voter pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:4-1. 

 

I further do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State 

of New Jersey and that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same and to the Governments established in the United States 

and in this State, under the authority of the people. So help me God.* 

 

SWORN OR AFFIRMED AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME THIS    

 

______________ DAY OF___________________, 20________ ___________________________________________  

 SIGNATURE     

    

____________________________________________________ ____________________________________________ 

NOTARY’S SIGNATURE PRINTED OR TYPE NAME OF CANDIDATE 

 

*No individual is required to swear that part of an oath which states “So help me God” and may instead state “I do solemnly, 

sincerely and truly declare and affirm.” 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

QUALIFICATIONS - Candidates filing a nominating petition for board membership must meet the following qualifications: 

• a citizen of the United States of America 

• at least 18 (eighteen) years of age to qualify for office 

• able to read and write 

• a resident of the municipality from which he/she is to be elected for at least one year preceding the date of the election 

• not disqualified as a voter pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:4-1 

• not disqualified from membership for the conviction of crimes pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:12-1** 

• a registered voter in the district 

 

No board of education member shall be directly or indirectly involved in any contract with, or claim against, the board. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

 ** Within 30 days of election or appointment to the board, a member must undergo a criminal history background 

investigation through the New Jersey Department of Education. 

 

 The School Ethics Act and nepotism legislation impact the ability of board members who have relationships with 

school district employees to act in areas such as personnel and collective negotiations.  Please consult your board 

secretary for details. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 (Note: County clerks are encouraged to fill out this section prior to distribution to school board candidates.) 

Completed nominating petitions shall be filed with the county clerk on or before 4:00 p.m. July 31, 2017. The board office is 

located at (county clerk address) _______________________ ________________________ and the days, dates and business 

hours during which the office is open to receive petitions are: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Received by: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

COUNTY CLERK / DESIGNEE 

 

At: ______________________________ __________________________ 

TIME    DATE 

 

4/17 


